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SUBJECT: NEW MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE TAKES OFFICE 
REF: CARACAS 6168 

1. DR. LUIS JOSE OROPEZA TOOK OATH OF OFFICE ON JULY 6 AS MINISTER 

OF AGRICULTURE AND LIVESTOCK, REPLACEING MINISTER ALVAREZ YEPEZ. NEW 
MINOSTER, WHO IS 37 YEARS OLD, HAS RESIGNED HIS POSITION AS PRESIDENT 
OF BANK OF AGRICULTURAL AND LIVESTOCK DEVELOPMENT TO ASSUME 
THE CABINET POST. 

2. OROPEZA WAS BORN IN CARORA, LARA STATE. HE RECEIVED A LAW 
DEGREE FROM CENTRAL UNIVERSITY IN 161 AND PRACTICED LAW FOR FIVE 
YEARS IN LARA REPRESENTING THE REGIONAL CATTLEMEN'S ASSOCIATION. 
AFTER STUDYING ECONOMICS IN LONDON, HE EARNED A DEGREE IN BUSINESS 
ADMINISTRATION FROM EDINBURGH UNIVERSITY AND A MASTER S DEGREE IN 
BANKING AND FINANCE FROM THE UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN. HE HAS 
SERVED AS PRESIDENT OF THE BANK OF LARA, OF THE SOCIEDAD 
FINANCIERA DE LARA, AND OF SEGUROS LARA. HE IS A MEMBER OF THE 
NATIONAL BANKING COUNCIL AND VICE PRESIDENT OF THE NATIONAL 
BANKING ASSOCIATION. IN ASSUMING OFFICE OROPEZA REPORTEDLY STATED 
THE THE CRITICAL STATE OF THE AGRICULTURAL SECTOR REQUIRES 
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AUDACIOUS PROGRAMS TO RESCUE RURAL LIFE. 
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3. COMMENT: OROPEZA HAS A REPUTATION AS A FORCEFUL PERSONALITY 
WHO IS ABLE TO GET A IOB DONE. THIS IS PROBABLY THE REASON HE WAS 
SELECTED TO REPLACE THE FORMER MINISTER, ALVAREZ YEPEZ, WHO HAD 
FAILED TO DEMONSTRATE THIS QUALITY. 

MCCLINTOCK 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: AGRICULTURE, BIOGRAPHIC INFORMATION. PERSONNEL APPOINTMENTS, MINISTERS (DIPLOMATS), SPEECHES, 
AGRICULTURAL PROGRAMS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 08 JUL 1974 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: martinml 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1974CARACA06169 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D740181-0338 
From: CARACAS 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1974/newtext/t19740769/aaaachhj.tel 

Line Count: 67 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION ARA 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Reference: CARACAS 6168 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 

Review Authority: martinml 

Review Comment: n/a 

Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 25 JUN 2002 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <25 JUN 2002 by boyleja>; APPROVED <19 FEB 2003 by martinml> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: NEW MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE TAKES OFFICE 
TAGS: PINT, VE, (OROPEZA, LUIS JOSE) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



